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63 January 21, 1898 

in the Siamese language that could in any degree convey to them the 
idea of sanitation. 

Smallpox, we have a great deal of, during the months of November, 
December, and January, but we do not think much of it. Tou can 
walk along the streets any time during these months and see plenty of 
patients sitting alongside of the road picking their scabs off ; or, if you 
like, just get into a boat and paddle up one of the canals, and you will 
see them in the suppurative stage bathing in the same water with other 
people. There is no isolation of smallpox patients. It never becomes 
epidemic, possibly because the houses are built so open the air passes 
through from all sides and seems to dilute, as it were, the virus. 

Beriberi we have occasionally. About five years ago it broke out in 
one of our jails. The mortality was frightful. I attributed it to the 
poor food, and, as physician to the jail, I petitioned His Majesty to 
increase the appropriation for the food. He did so. I purchased better 
rice, etc., whitewashed, scrubbed, disinfected, and in a month it dis- 
appeared. 

Yellow fever is unknown here; so are diphtheria, croup, and the 
bubonic plague. 

It might interest you to know that at the time of my arrival, eleven 
years ago, we had no hospitals in Bangkok, and that I was largely con- 
cerned in establishing the present number, five, and an insane asylum. 
These hospitals are modeled and conducted like the United States Marine- 
Hospital Service hospitals. I had a full set of the United States Marine- 
Hospital blanks and had them all translated into Siamese. Our daily 
reports, bed cards, surgical reports, etc., etc., when I sign them, take 
me back to my hospital days. I also organized and opened a medical 
school eight years ago ; spent my nights in translating my lectures, and 
delivered and explained them from 9 to 12 next day. The course of 
study extends over three years, and all the students, now numbering 
forty, have to live in the hospital. I have given up the college work, 
and passed it over to an American, Dr. Geo. McFarland, who was born 
out here, and is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania. I was 
the king's physician for three years, but gave it up. Now I hold the 
posts of resident physician to the only European hospital in Siam ; 
surgeon-major H. S. M. navy ; physician to H. S. M. jails, and have a 
large, fine drug store. I will be glad to report to you any time about 
the sanitary rules, etc., etc. 

Sincerely, yours, T. Heyward Hays. 

The Supervising Surgeon- General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

STATISTICAL REPORTS. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended December 31, 1897. 
Estimated population, 1,472. No deaths. 

Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended December 30, 1897. 
Estimated population, 3,900. No deaths. 

Brazil — Geara. — Month of November, 1897. Estimated population, 
50,000. Total deaths, 108, including 1 from yellow fever. 

Bermuda. — Two weeks ended January 7, 1898. Estimated popula- 
tion, 15,013. Total deaths, 3. No deaths from contagious diseases. 

C ana da — Nova Scotia — Windsor. — Six weeks ended December 31, 1897. 
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Estimated population, 2,000. Total deaths, 7, including 1 from diph- 
theria. 

Cuba — Manzanilld. — Two weeks ended December 31, 1897. Esti- 
mated population, 20,000. Total deaths, 160, including yellow fever, 
7, and enteric fever 2. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns in England and Wales during the week ended January 1 
correspond to an annual rate of 24.9 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 10,992,524. The highest rate was recorded 
in Norwich, viz, 37.4, and the lowest in Birkenhead, viz, 14.1. 

London. — Two thousand three hundred and sixty deaths were regis- 
tered during the week, including measles, 164 ; scarlet fever, 11 ; diph- 
theria, 53 ; whooping cough, 75 ; enteric fever, 14, and diarrhea and 
dysentery, 13. The deaths from all causes correspond to an annual 
rate of 27.6 a thousand. In greater London 3,046 deaths were regis- 
tered, corresponding to an annual rate of 25.2 a thousand of the popu- 
lation. In the "outer ring " the deaths included 13 from diphtheria, 52 
from measles, 6 from scarlet fever, and 8 from whooping cough. 

Ireland. — The average annual death rate represented by the deaths 
registered during the week ended January 1 in the 23 principal town 
districts of Ireland was 28.2 a thousand of the population. The lowest 
rate was recorded in Clonmel, viz, 9.8, and the highest in Waterford, 
viz, 39.8 a thousand. In Dublin and suburbs 223 deaths were registered, 
including enteric fever, 5 ; scarlet fever, 1, diphtheria, 2 ; measles, 1, 
and whooping cough, 2. 

Scotland. — The deaths registered in 8 principal towns during the 
week ended January 1 correspond to an annual rate of 24.1 a thou- 
sand of the population, which is estimated at 1,549,907. The lowest 
mortality was recorded inLeith, viz, 15.2, and the highest in Greenock, 
viz, 31.3 a thousand. The aggregate number of deaths registered from 
all causes was 717, including measles, 15 ; scarlet fever, 9 ; diphtheria, 
3, and whooping cough, 27. 

Honduras — Belize. — Two weeks ended January 7, 1898. Estimated 
population, 13,000. Total deaths, 22. No deaths from contagious 
diseases. 

India — Singapore. — Month of November, 1897. Estimated popula- 
tion, 97,111. Total deaths, 622; including cholera, 1; beriberi, 102, 
and phthisis pulmonalis, 75. 

Jamaica. — Two weeks ended January 1, 1898. Estimated population, 
694,865. Total number of deaths not reported. Two deaths from yel- 
low fever and 1 from enteric fever. 

Kingston. —Month of December, 1897. Estimated population, 34, 314. 
Total deaths, 192, including yellow fever, 9 ; enteric fever, 4 ; phthisis 
jpulmonaliS; 13. 



